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EDITORIAL

Every day we experience di f ferent  things.  We wil l  not  be able  to 
di f ferentiate  the real ly  meaningful  ones r ight  now.

Maybe sometime in the future we shal l  real ise  i ts  impact . 

The amount of  experience we need to  l ive  our dai ly  l ives  is  astounding 
and could easi ly  go against  the accusat ions of  laziness.

This  pandemic has taught  many the value of  t ime and health,  how 
to cope with feel ings of  uneasiness.  Also,  most  importantly  the 
value of  l i fe .

We are  but  a  drop in the ocean but  the ocean is  meaningless  without 
these uncountable  drops exist ing together . 

We must  a lways remember that  we are  a  part  of  something bigger 
and we al l  have our dest inies  to  see  through.

Nothing is  truly  over  because every ending is  a  new beginning.

SURSUM CORDA

Sonam P. Wangchuk Awanish Gazmer
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 One of the best known sonnets of John Milton is “On His Blindness”. 

The opening line of this poem is, “When I consider how my light is spent”. The 

poet’s blindness was perhaps complete when he wrote this poem. But his affliction 

represents a far more sever test than his physical blindness. For a Puritan like Milton 

the “good and faithful servant” in ‘The Parable of the Talents’ (Matthew 25:14-30), 

became sometimes more than a metaphor, for working out one’s salvation. The 

significance of this poem for our times seems to demand our attention. The last 

three lines of this poem are particularly significant: “... Thousands at his bidding 

speed / And post o’er land and ocean without rest: / They also serve who only 

stand and wait”.

 We have so far lived through a three month lockdown. Many of us may feel 

that we have exhausted all our means to make sense of what is happening around 

us due to Covid-19 and its collateral damages which have affected us. There are 

many around the world who have invested much time, energy and resources to 

come up with a solution for the current pandemic problem. There are others who 

can only stand and wait for the dawn.

 When we look around us, within our borders, at the borders and beyond 

our borders, it seems that we see, but without a vision, or at best with a blurred 

vision. Have we lost our vision of life, is a question that keeps echoing deep within. 

It appears that our blindness is not physical but metaphysical. Are we capable of 

working out our own salvation? Where do all our human efforts lead us to? There 

are more questions than answers. But it would do us good to know what Robert 

Frost said: “In three words, I can sum up everything I’ve learned about life. It goes 

on. ... It always has. It always will”. What life teaches us is, “Be still and know that 

I am God” (Psalm 46:10). To know this truth and live by it is true liberation, I 

believe.

R E C T O R ’ S
m e s s a g e

The Semester break might have helped all of you. We may be grateful to all the 
people who made the past week an enjoyable one, because,

 

  

f r o m  t h e
P R I N C I PA L’ S  D E S K

 Surely, the Semester break might have helped all of you to relax a little 
because you teachers, students and parents have been working and learning together 
over the past few months. We have refreshed ourselves now, and that will help us 
move forward with greater enthusiasm and energy. There is still plenty to be done. 
Sky is our limit. As you begin the second semester keep all your worries away and 
focus on learning, because learning never stops. All we need is the support of one 
another so that we strive forward. Continue to be positive. Aim high. Do not worry 
about when the school will reopen and what we will do if the school does not open 
soon. We are all in the same boat. As the Bible says “Therefore do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its 
own” (Matthew 6:34). But we are sure that by worrying unnecessarily we are only 
going to add more problems to the existing ones. Let us continue to hope for the 
best. Let us continue to do our studies and surely we will see LIGHT soon. Let us 
celebrate our Father’s day as best as we can because our fathers have a big role to 
play in our lives. Let us continue to celebrate their lives in our lives. Let us enrich 
one another so that we are not bogged down by the thoughts of Covid – 19. May 
the Lord guide all of us. Sursum Corda!
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Be Kind, Rewind!

Mrs Ava Rai

the world into our bedrooms but have also cut us off from 

our families and friends. Thus, making us more vulnerable 

to various mental illnesses and all it’s woes. 

 We have to get into the culture of checking in. Of 

keeping in touch, of talking, of being kind. We have to teach 

our children that it is alright to talk about anything. That 

also encompasses how they feel. 

 Our sons, daughters, brothers, sisters, men and 

women should be in a culture where it is alright to talk 

about their woes, pains and issues without having to feel 

the pinch of judgement. Where it is okay not to be okay and 

to have someone to fall back on.

 It would be unfair to say that depression is not as 

difficult, as painful, as crippling, as disable to a woman 

but in a place that has a long-standing culture of rearing 

stoic men. The gavel at times falls harder on our sons. We, 

therefore, have to get out of a culture where our sons are 

expected to take it all and bottle it all in. 

 We have to stop this culture of negative masculinity, 

where we teach our sons that “boys don’t cry”, “ bhaihalcha, 

nothing will happen”. We should work towards achieving 

an environment where their emotions and feelings are 

validated and respected. Where they don’t feel added 

pressure to show emotions at the risk of seeming weak! 

 We as primary caregivers, support system and friends 

have to establish an environment where people who rely 

on us, can decompress about anything without the fear of 

ridicule or judgement. 

 We have to.

 So, let us start now. Let us reach out now. It may be a 

text, a call or something as simple as a WhatsApp group of 

your core group with people who we trust. Let us begin to 

practice to be kind and rewind. 

 A world-famous actor cum comedian, a lead singer 

for a band, a record breaking DJ, a famous fashion designer, 

a father, a mother, a brother, a sister and someone’s child.

 Our social status, our financial background, our 

lifestyle, our family or situation all of these have very little 

premise over depression.

It is an unbiased illness that creeps into our homes into our 

families and causes pandemonium to the sufferer.

 It wears the happiest of smiles, has the coolest 

lifestyles and the most social demeanor. It stares rights 

in our faces but we do not see the signs or recognise the 

symptoms. Especially being stuck at home during a global 

pandemic that has forced us to “stay home and stay safe”. 

Many may feel the effects of this forced quarantine more so 

than others. 

 Depression traps you in an inescapable prison that 

goes wherever you go sometimes for days, weeks and years. 

It cripples you and makes you its puppet.  You become 

someone hiding behind a mask and more often than not, 

people won’t see you suffering. Often it is a lonely uphill 

climb and no one understands. 

 India as a nation was accounting for 10.5% of suicide 

worldwide in 2016 and every year since has seen a higher 

percentage. Though it might not seem like a lot but looking 

at the global picture our numbers are alarmingly high.  In 

a culture of negative upliftment, where you are allowed to 

share in your successes yet are frowned upon when you 

seek to share in your failures. It is only inevitable that we 

lose many to depression and suicide.

 We are in an age of juxtapositions, where we have 

everything and everyone available to us at just a click away, 

yet we find ourselves more closed off from our primary 

environment and people. Our smartphones have brought 

FACULTY FELLOWSHIP
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 A tiny mountain frog that appears during the rainy season 

in and around Darjeeling town is so small that it is just barely 

1cm in length and 5mm in breadth. 

 At the time of mating call, balloon like bubble appears 

underside of throat which is bigger than its own body size. 

Mating call sound is so powerful and piercing - unexpected from 

such a small creature. This creature is also so disciplined that it 

sits on the same spot in the same position for several weeks and 

months as if showing a complete dedication and faithfulness to 

its would-be partner. 

 Nobody knows whether this tiny creature succeeds to 

meet with its long-awaited lover or not-that is the matter of 

research but after the rainy season suddenly, it disappears and 

goes underground to repeat the same love story at the onset 

of monsoon next year. This is just an observation during the 

lockdown period.

A Tiny Mountain Frog 
Philautus sp. 

Mr T. N. Lepcha

Mr Kamal Regmi
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“Justice must not only be served to the wealthy and 
the privileged, justice must be justice for all the 

egalitarian system.”

Q. Dasho, would you tell us how did your journey from 
Bhutan to Darjeeling begin? In the course of this journey, 
what memorable incidents do you recollect?
 
Ans When I was in North Point I didn’t have to do all this 
travelling from Bhutan because I did not live in Bhutan. My family 
was the representative of Bhutan to India and my father was 
stationed in Kalimpong. Bhutan House Kalimpong was our home 
so I just drove from Kalimpong to Darjeeling. 
 For the incidents of people who travelled from Bhutan 
and went to school in Darjeeling you will have to go to Dasho 
Bab Kesang, Dasho Ugen Tshering. There were many other boys 
who not only went to North Point but to Dr.Graham’s or S.U.M.I. 
Lyonpo C. Dorji, though he was not a North Pointer, can vividly 
recall his journeys and I am sure that everybody had to go through 
the same experience.
  The first lot of guys had to walk and ride, and then, later 
on, they had to hitch lifts to Phuentsholing by the road from Paro 
or Thimphu. Those days the road condition was so bad you know 
that it was a hell of a long journey and then, of course, we come to 
modern times for you boys where you go by bus. 

Q. Other than academics, what sports/activities did you 
enjoy?

Ans.  Well you know you had to enjoy sports and mostly we were 
taught to play all games. Basically, when we were in primary we learnt 
cricket, football, hockey.
 Every now and then we would play French cricket. French 
cricket was a funny little game where the batsman was holding a 
wicket and all the other players used to be around in a circle and 
you had to try hit it. I cannot remember the rules of that game. I’ll 
have to ask the North Pointers. 
 Generally, I was along with the main lot but it was towards 
the end of my last year in L.D where I started playing basketball 
and I was good at basketball. So, basketball was something that 
then took over my life as my favourite sport and with the exception 
of the football. 

Q. How did the education at North Point shape your 
career?

Ans.  This is something which is indisputable to every one of us 
who went to North Point. It was one hell of an education and in our 

Dasho Paljor Dorji often known as Dasho Benji was the first 
Chief Justice of Bhutan from 1974 - 1987 and then later served 
as Ambassador to the United Nations and European capitals 
from 1991 to 1994. Often also referred to as the “ Godfather 
of Conservation” for his contributions and efforts to protect 

nature.

time, we were taught everything. 
It gave us a very rounded 
education ,we knew everything 
that happened around the world 
like history, we didn’t just study 
about one particular history or 
country. 
 We studied British 
history, the Indian history and 
the American civil war and 
then we studied Geography. It 
was also the teachers we had, 
the very excellent and dedicated 
teachers, and it was a very full and 

This interview was conducted on  15 th June 2020 at Terton Gallery, 
Thimphu Bhutan by our Chief Editor Sonam Palden Wangchuk (12 

Science).

Mr. Maurice Banerjee

A L U M N I  C O N N E C T

good education that stood with us anywhere in the world. 
 You got North Pointers today - my colleagues and friends all 
over the world who have made it big . Professors in universities, nuclear 
scientist, businessmen, IT engineers - in diverse fields.
Q. Which teacher would you say, personally inspired you or 
taught you a valuable life lesson?

Ans.  I can’t really name a particular teacher but if I have to, my 
favourite teacher whom I will never forget would be Mr Maurice 
Banerjee. He was also a family friend and we had many experiences 
together. He was always very kind and the best teacher also.
 When  he taught a subject to you - and his was Maths, he 
made you so interested in the subject that you wanted to learn it and 
be the best at it, that was his speciality, and he didn’t fail in his task. 
Everybody who went to his class was good in Maths and it benefited 
them. He didn’t play favouritism; everyone was equal to him. He was 
an iconic teacher. 
 The other teachers we used to have were class teachers like 
Mr Matthew in our  third standard and Father Coffey in our  sixth 
standard. We only knew them for a year and then we moved on, 
but somebody who went through my whole school life was Mr 
Maurice Banerjee. 

Q. As the First Chief Justice of Bhutan, how would you 
encourage young students to take up law as a career?

Ans.  How would I encourage young students to take up law as 
a career? You know it’s a very boring topic so when I first started 
off I had a tough time convincing the young chaps to join the 
judiciary. Well of course, today many of them are doing it and 

”
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many of them have made good careers. 
 But what is important about the law? First before becoming 
a judge and everything,  you have to know the law and practice it. 
Like today Bhutan’s new Chief Justice is an IAS officer with no 
judiciary background but he will have to study a certain amount 
of jurisprudence.  What I tell people is that it is very  important to 
be dedicated towards having a good judicial system in our country 
because justice in the country portrays the country’s image. 
 Don’t you think that’s important? You know a country is 
judged by its judicial system and how justice is done. Justice 
must not only be served to the wealthy and the privileged, justice 
must be justice for all the egalitarian system. It’s something that 
I have tried to promote during the entirety of my career in the 
judiciary.
 It’s very very important that all young people learn that 
when you practice your law. Once you get to the point of being 
appointed as the judge then you have to take out everything in 
your book called integrity. You have to remember that you are 
now representing the image of your country. If you cannot do that 
then do not accept the post of a judge. Say “Sorry, I don’t think 
I can manage that” because you will definitely become a corrupt 
judge then. That’s the last chap we want in this country.

 Q. Your love for the environment is evident in the 
numerous programmes that you are associated with. As 
the world battles with a pandemic, how would you advise 
young people to prioritize their environmental concern?

Ans.  It is very difficult for people to make the environment 
interesting for them, to them the environment is boring , when 
you are young you just don’t understand it. I was fortunate.
 Let me go back to North Point and how they instilled in me 
the love for the environment. We were told to become members of 
the Natural History Society, it’s just below the Convent. We were 
the naughty chaps and when we were asked to join the Natural 
History Society - it was a free pass to town. When I started 
attending these classes I found it very interesting. I knew a lot 
about it as I was a country boy whereas all my colleagues were 
city boys so they didn’t know. I did better than them when we 
used to go bird watching and all. 
 One of the trips which involved me going out instead of 
going home for the Puja holiday. It was the trip to the Jaldapara 
Game Sanctuary. If you look at my Facebook post, there you will 
see the pictures of these trips by Mr Mohan Das Pradhan, he was 
a North Pointer and his parents owned Das Studio. He puts up 
pictures of our days going there. It was the most beautiful game 
sanctuary in the world but after 1962 it got no funding and it 
got destroyed badly. Today its Hoolung Lodge in Jaldapara, it’s a 
ghost of its former glory. 
 His Majesty the Fourth King also saw this and I pleaded 
with him one day that it must never happen here in Bhutan . 
His Majesty himself is a great naturalist and he took a very pro-
conservation stand. Now, what I have to tell the young people of 
Bhutan today is that today in Bhutan we are everything because 
of our future wealth. Today our wealth comes from Hydropower 
and electricity which is leading to be quite disastrous in many 
ways. 
 I strongly believe that our future lies in our green wealth, 
that is, our biodiversity and bioprospecting. The wealth that the 

biodiversity contains for the future is with medicinal factors and 
all that. There’s still much to be discovered and learnt under this 
field . I think that Bhutan is the Garden of Eden which is in good 
shape right now but beware, my friends, it is in great danger of it 
being destroyed. 
 So, this is our future, don’t destroy our future look after 
our natural wealth. Not everything green is wealth you know. All 
forest is good but there is a forest which you can utilize and there 
are certain types of  forest  such as  the alpine forest of Bhutan 
- pure and natural and what we call a primary forest. They must 
be looked after. I keep telling the young ones to go into the field 
of science because there is still much to be discovered here in 
Bhutan, much wealth in the discovery of flora and fauna. I’m so 
glad that these activities  have become very vibrant and active. 
 Right now if you go to Facebook and go to Birds of Bhutan, 
Mammals of Bhutan, Insects of Bhutan, butterflies, orchids you 
will see active groups over there. A few years ago, when I started 
and talked about this nobody paid attention to it but today there 
are groups now and there are even student members in these 
groups. 
 So, I ask you to look at your future, you can make a 
livelihood in you other life but you must also be appreciative of 
nature and be pro-nature and pro-conservationist. Especially 
for young people, it is important for them to be aware so that 
the greedy people cannot destroy your future because we have to 
remember that this future is a common future it belongs to our 
children and grandchildren. 

Q. What is your fondest memory of North Point?

Ans.  I can’t say one particular memory you know. First of all 
when you were a boarder and went there as little kids you had 
to survive, you had to be a fighter, and we had to fight to survive 
you know. There was nobody who would take care and look after 
you saying “you ahh you poor thing” at all. You had to survive and 
make friends, we had to make allies. I am sure it is still the same 
nowadays.
 Like when you first went to North Point and kindergarten 
you were  all alone. You had nobody and everybody was there 
trying to bullshit you - you say “Bhayo” , “watch it” “watch who 
you’re talking to” but you build up good friendships that last all 
your life. 
 I will always remember NP as a second home. I was there 
for 12 years with the same friends doing everything together - 
eating together, playing together, chasing girls together and 
doing mischiefs together, you become family you know. 
 And of course, when we left North Point there was no 
computer and no age of science. Today with technology and 
science we are all suddenly meeting and getting together again. 
It’s great to meet our friends and talk about all the things we used 
to do. I was in the batch of 1961 but my original class was the 
class of 1960, I failed in Hindi in the sixth standard. I was the 
bridge between two classes then.

Any last words for the North Pointers?

Ans.  Don’t cheat, be honest and whatever you do, do it  with all 
honesty try to be the best person you can be. Strive and always 
have a positive attitude towards life.

Dasho Paljor Dorji with fellow North Pointer Mr. Jigme Tsarong

Dasho Paljor J  Dorji (Benji)
(1961)
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Mini Darjeeling: Melbourne Chapter

Drupad Gurung
ISC 2004

IT Support Manager

“School days are truly the golden days, you will realise it later. Make the most of 
it. Learn new skills/subjects, learning is a never-ending process and it has rewards too, 
you just do not know when you will get it. But you surely will.”

Karan Pradhan
Batch of 2019

Student at RMIT doing bachelor’s in computer science

“My advice to all the north pointers is, give the 100% in you. Does not 
matter you come first or last, the only person you compete is with yourself. 
Believe in yourself. Do not focus on results focus on the learning process and 
being practical. Learn how to keep network with people, being resilient and 
preparation in life it really helps in the long run. Eventually learning is a lifelong 
process it never ends.
 life is tough outside when we get out of our comfort zone but you know something 
when the going gets tough, the tough gets going and this will make you a strong 
person in life.”

Kanishka Tamang
2013

Masters of Analytics Student at RMIT

“Focus on being productive all the time. In life try failing as it is the only way 
to be successful, the whole point is if we do not fail, we don’t know where we are going 
wrong so its ok failing it’s a steppingstone towards learning.”

Tenzing Sangay Bhutia
Batch Year – 2012

Research Officer at RMIT

“I don’t really know what advice to give you all as I am figuring out life for 
myself but if there is one thing I want you to know is to be aware of the value of 
time and the pace at which the world is changing.”

Ps: One more thing “ READ, NEVER STOP READING” “





It has been almost 3 months since the lockdown started and the 
cases are getting worse day by day. Our life has been turned upside
down by COVID -19. Now ‘Coronavirus’ has become a household 
word, business is running with a lot of restrictions, works are 
different and
social life has ground to a halt. “Social distancing” is suddenly a 
word we know and hear daily. Fear and uncertainty are rampant.
In the midst of all this uncertainty, it’s quite understandable to feel 
anxious and maybe a little depressed. That’s why it’s so important 
to practice good coping techniques that help you manage those 
feelings
and our school has always been preparing us for the worst since 
day one.
Teachers have always focused on the attitude of their students. 
They’ve always reminded us that “our attitude is everything, and 
perhaps more
than anything else, determines how we experience every aspect of 
life.”
Especially now, more than ever it is important to not let fear and 
uncertainty control our lives because fear can be the most virulent 
and
damaging virus known to humankind.
To fight the pandemic, we need to THINK POSITIVE and BE 
POSITIVE. Anxiety thrives on the unknown. At a certain point, it 
can lead to some dark mental spaces. While it does this to keep us 
alert to potential
dangers, hoping we will see them and avoid them, it can very often 
lead us into panic, avoidance, rash decisions or falling into a hole 
of sadness. In order to get rid of all that anxiety and negatively we 
should always HOPE. We need to find strength in every pain.
Using our time wisely, sticking to a routine, and being productive 
help promote a sense of hope that you and life are progressing. We
can take some time to create a new schedule and routine in light 
of the changing times. Continuing to take steps towards your 
personal goals
which will help us maintain hope throughout all this. This may 
be through exercises, reading, honing old skills or acquiring new 
skills.
While the pandemic may have put some things on hold, we can 
always continue to take reasonable steps towards becoming your 
ideal self. In
the face of social change, we may lose our productivity while falling 
into idleness and subsequent discouragement.
 

So, we can use our time to invest in the uplifting of qualities. 
Surrounding ourselves with positive media, people, activities, and 
thoughts can help
encourage a more joyful and optimistic mindset even in the face of 
loss and stress. Moreover, we can invest all our time in doing what 
we love
and getting rid of the fear and stress, at least for a time being. 
It may be difficult but the more we see, think and do things that 
reflect peace,
happiness, and positivity, the more it can influence our mood and 
outlook.
I’m sure you’ve heard about ‘comfort food’ . It’s used to help 
promote a feeling of warmth, joy and frivolity. So now is the correct 
time to enjoy your comfort food. It may be TV shows, books or 
other activities.
In order to keep ourselves away from all the chaos, we need to be 
busy and not just waste our time. Especially in these times, there 
will be a lot of rumours. Rumours and fake news will bring us all 
down and make us lose hope. So, to keep ourselves updated with 
what’s going we can pick up just one or two trusted news sources 
and checking updates only once or twice a day. Limiting our screen 
time can help us restore a sense of
normalcy while reducing our sense of dread.
Lastly, if we’re looking for hope, we should always remember that 
you’re doing your part. You, along with the rest of the society, 
have been asked to come under extraordinary circumstances to 
do something out of the ordinary. Participating in specified safety 
measures allows us to join
with millions of other people as we work together to protect others 
and get back to business as usual. If you’re feeling powerless and 
hopeless always remember that you can do your part by washing 
your hands, resisting
the urge to hoard unnecessarily, staying at home and not going 
outdoors unless absolutely necessary and by encouraging others 
to do the same. It may not feel like super hero level work but you 
‘will’ be a superhero for your family, your neighbours and those 
most vulnerable.
Your seemingly small effort adds up to make a tremendous impact 
on your society and help to bring things back to normal. Thank 
you.

Stay home. Stay fit. 
Sursum Corda.
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Bo ok s
 National Reading Day is celebrated to honour the father of the ‘Library 
Movement in Kerala’, the late P.N. Panicker, whose death anniversary falls on June 
19. The late P.N.Puthuvayil Narayana Panicker (1 March 1909 – 19 June 1995) is 
known as the Father of the Library Movement in the Indian state of Kerala. The 
activities of the Kerala Grandhasala Sangham that he initiated triggered a popular 
cultural movement in Kerala which produced universal literacy in the state in the 
1990s. The P.N. Panicker Foundation, in collaboration with which the government 
has been carrying on the initiative, has outlined several reading related activities 
to be conducted online in wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. Interested individuals 

can find more details on the P N Panicker Foundation official website. 
http://pnpanickerfoundation.org

 As we remember late P.N. Panicker, the Library Man of India, we pay tribute 
by doing something that is relevant, fun and useful for the next 30 days. Hopefully, 
by the end of this exercise, our reading habits will bring about a positive change in 

our lives.
 As students, you are expected to read your textbooks and learn your subjects. 
This month we want to add a little fun to your daily family routine. We would like you 
to set aside about half an hour everyday (all social media to be avoided in this half 

an hour). We want you to gather your family around and do a wonderful activity. 
 Books are an important part of our lives. Be it a dictionary, a Pokemon 
catalogue or a Manga - we all have to hold it, open it and read it time and again. It 

opens up a world of knowledge and imagination.
 Though we are setting up a challenge for you, it is to be taken as a fun 
activity and we would encourage all of you to send us a feedback every week to the 
newsletter's email. Do use online and offline resources. The idea is to connect to 
different readers in the NP family.  We encourage you to keep a JOURNAL to write 

down your collective experiences. 

Dear 

P arents and 

S tudents,

By te s11



Re ad

|  DAY  1  | 
Take any comic book - Your parents may say Tinkle, you may use Manga. Read a story/ 

stories. Discuss your favourites. 

|  DAY  2  |
Take any poem that you have in your school book. Read it aloud to your family. If you wish, 
it may be recorded on audio/video. Share with only family and close friends. (optional).

|  DAY  3  | 
Find an article about a famous sportsperson. Read it out. Reflect on his/her life as an 
inspiration for you. Famous sports persons have their autobiographies and biographies - 

try to get hold of one. 

|  DAY  4  | 
Ask your family members about their favourite celebrity and ask anyone to read his/her 

short biography. A person whose life has had a positive impact on the world. 

|  DAY  5  | 
It's now time to find a book. Ask for advice.  Hold that book in your hand. Open the first 
chapter. Read it aloud to your family for 10 minutes. Note their reaction ( please note - only 

positive comments are allowed).

|  DAY  6  | 
Download a short story. My suggestions - “Face in the dark” by Ruskin Bond, “Fritz” by 
Satyajit Ray. Read it aloud. Discuss it. Then let the people around you narrate something 

that they have heard about the supernatural. (this event could use some popcorn!)

|  DAY  7  |  
It’s quiet time. Read the book that you found interesting. If you want you can email us 
your JOURNAL notes - share with close friends. We would love to print it in the North Point 

Weekly. 

|  DAY  8  | 
Let’s get adventurous. A short story in your mother tongue - Nepali, Bengali, Hindi, 
Dzongkha, Tibetan, Lushai, Thai. A story with positive ideas. Please note down the name of 

the story and the author. 

|  DAY  9  | 
Open a website that has wildlife stories and articles. Choose one and read it to  your 
family. It could be about the evolution of the idea for the movie Jurassic Park - how did they 

extract dinosaur DNA and make an entire farm of dinosaurs? 

|  Day  10  | 
A famous author Gerald Durell wrote books about his experiences with animals. Try to find 
a short story by him and narrate it. Why? Because he’s very funny and he is a North Pointer! 

(Other animal stories are by Dr. James Herriot). 

12



Enjoy

|  DAY  11  | 
Comics and Anime. Who are your favourites? Share with your family. Encourage them to 
ask questions and watch some with you. I would recommend Studio Ghibli movies and 

Makoto Shinkai family movies - positive lessons.  

|  DAY  12  |
A story about space. Some famous writers are Issac Asimov, Ray Bradbury and Harlan 
Ellison. Many movies are based on the stories written by Science Fiction writers. Do share 

which one you selected for reading.

|  DAY  13  | 
Time to surprise your family- your favourite superhero and its creator. Please read out 
a good article about the creator. Also encourage your family to ask you questions on your 
choice. And the ultimate question - Why does Uncle Ben have to die in every Spiderman 

movie? 

|  DAY  14  | 
Finally, you found a book worth turning pages. You want to know what happens next. 
The suspense is unbearable. Read it quietly. This is where you don’t want anyone to disturb 

you. 

|  DAY  15  | 
Talk to close friends about their experiences so far. What were the difficulties you faced? 

(Share with us at nplivez@gmail.com).

|  DAY  16  | 
Time to read a holy book or a sacred script. This is a solemn moment. A senior in the 

family could help you out. A prayer for those in trouble during this pandemic.

|  DAY  17  |  
Try to find out if there are some good reading clubs online for your age group. GOODREADS 
is a good website and App. Find out what books are suitable for you. Share a list with your 

family. 

|  DAY  18  | 
By now, you are getting the hang of the reading challenge. Find a story by these authors - 
Ruskin Bond, Jeffrey Archer or any author recommended by your teachers. Which one 

did you enjoy? 

|  DAY  19  | 
Find a book or an essay about your hometown - Darjeeling, Delhi, Mumbai, Kohima, 
Ziro, Dhaka, Kathmandu, Bangkok, Patna, Chennai Kolkata, Thimphu, Guwahati, Imphal, 
Aizawl, Ranchi, Gangtok, Shillong,  and other places. Find the beauty in your hometown. 

Do share with us. 

|  Day  20  | 
With so much news around us, it's difficult to separate the mountain of information and the 

things that really matter to us. Can you locate an article of importance and share it? 

13
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|  DAY  21  | 
Is there a poet, author or journalist in your family network? Could you request him/her 
to send an article/story/poem? If you don't have, then choose one online and read it aloud.   

|  DAY  22  |
By this time, you will know that the power of WORD is huge. Find an article by a survivor 
- someone who survived a tragedy - a tsunami, accident, earthquake, flood - and share it. 

YouTube has lots of TedTalks by such survivors.

|  DAY  23  | 
Words with music – songs. Choose your favourite song in good language with positive 
lyrics. Listen with your family. Also ask a senior member to play his/her favourite song (in 

any language) and recollect happy memories associated with the song. Sing along. 

|  DAY  24  | 
Ladies choice. Request a lady in the house for a story, article, poem to be read out. Reflect 

on the choice of writing – why was it chosen? Did you feel anything different?

|  DAY  25  | 
Be Brave. Choose a dramatic piece. A scene from a play/movie (you can download the 
script)– any level. Some examples – Aladdin (Disney), Peter Pan, Huckleberry Finn and Tom 
Sawyer, Pied Piper of Hamelin, Phantom of the Opera, Merchant of Venice, The Tempest 

among others.  Enact it with family members. What part would you choose? Why?

|  DAY  26  | 
A famous speech in the history of the world. Some great orators – Socrates, Abraham 
Lincoln, Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, J.F. Kennedy, Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., 
Nelson Mandela and any other luminaries. Read it with gusto! Make sure you practice first 

and record the final performance.

|  DAY  27  |  
You have now experienced a variety of reading challenges. It’s time for you to challenge 
someone to a contest. A poetry contest. Choose a common topic, the speakers in the 
house, or friends in your network. Compose a poem. It should have a positive message. 

This can be given a week’s time.  

|  DAY  28  | 
Time to contact your friends again and make a future reading list. Share the list with us 

at nplivez@gmail.com . We will be happy to hear from you. 

|  DAY  29  | 
Time to declare the prizes in the house. You can have a prize ceremony to award each 
and every one in the house with a prize. It could be a special dish, a privilege, a chore 
that you could do for them, and handmade certificates. Examples would be “Best Listener 
in the House”, “Funniest Laughter”, “ Always Punctual” etc. Make sure all categories are 

confidence building and not critical. 

|  Day  30  | 
Last day. A day of reflection. Did it go well? 50%, 75%, 100%? What happens next? You 
could randomly repeat any of the above in a week. Let us know your innovations on any 

of the above challenges. 

E N J OY  T H E  C H A L L E N G E  E S P E C I A L LY  C R E AT E D  F O R  YO U.
G O O D  LU C K !
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Chapter III
Eyes of Blue

by

Qventon Roberts
Class 11 ‘Arts’

The dirt path leading up to the main city was unusually empty. The day was fine and 
sunny, perfect for a trip to the country but there was no sign of any wagon trudging down 
the route. Maybe the Warden leaving the city was not a good idea. People didn’t really feel 
safe without the law enforcers. They were the king’s faithful soldiers.  They were the bridge 
between the humans and magical creatures of Rudenhide. With them gone the delinquents 
would terrorise the people ruthlessly.

Today was not a good day for a stroll around the city. The magic barrier protected 
the city from demons but people were a different case. Anything could happen today.

Jerrod was walking down the path as usual, thinking. Even though his house was a 
mess, he couldn’t find the heart to clean up. Being stuck in the house was too much for him. 
And then there was the problem of this girl, Arya.

Jerrod turned around only to find nobody behind him. This surprised him. Arya 
was supposed to be right on his heels, but she wasn’t.

Where could she be? Jerrod wondered.

The path to the city was banked by forests. It was not a safe place to walk during the 
night. Bandits and wolves roamed around all the time, waiting for prey. But this did not mean 
that the day time was a safe time to be walking around the forest alone.

Jerrod was not happy. There was an ominous chill that filled the forest. Malicious 
creatures often gave off an aura of fear and sense of rapidly gyrating head. An aura that 
made the blood boil. Jerrod stopped and stared out into the woods. The darkness was almost 
alluring. He felt inclined to walk into it without a second thought.

“What are you doing?” someone called out.

The voice startled Jerrod, making him jump. He was at the edge of the road, almost 
ready to enter the forest.

He looked around to find Arya staring at him with crystal blue eyes. The stare was 
ferocious. A gaze that was implemented to intimidate any foe.

Wild yet graceful, thought Jerrod.

“Well… are you going to answer me or not?”

“I don’t know?” Jerrod replied “It felt like the forest was calling me.”

“Calling you?” Arya said sceptically “Why would the forest call you?”

“Any way… let’s get moving. We don’t want to be out here for long.” Jerrod said as 
he moved ahead. “And, where were you?”

“What do you mean?” Arya tilted her head slightly to the left “I was right behind 
you.”

Jerrod’s eyes grew wide. Surely Arya was messing with him. He was sure that there 
was nobody following him a minute ago. though he had heard of such a phenomenon. A few 
people would stray from their groups and suddenly disappear into the woods. Those who 
were awakened from the trance would be surprised to find people around them.

The Warden made it clear that there was magic at work here. That there was a 
malicious spirit that feasted on people with a weak will. People who were not sure of their 
place among the multitudes. Those who were very insecure.

Jerrod was worried. He was always wary of the Dark Forest or so it was called. 
From the night of his father’s disappearance, he had grown very scared of the darkness of the 
forest. It worried him to even think what dangers lurked in the maze of trees.

Apparently, the fear on Jerrod’s face was strongly visible because Arya began 
laughing.

“You’re as red as a tomato, you know Jerrod.” Said Arya, “What’s wrong? Seen a 
ghost.” She snickered.

“That’s not funny, you know.” Jerrod replied strongly, “The forest is a pretty 
dangerous place.”

“Well alright.” Arya replied almost ignoring him completely. “Where are we going? 
This dirt path seems to go on forever.”

“Yes well… you see, the main city of Rudenhide is a few miles from the country. 
The king didn’t want the vegetation to be disrupted by the pollution from the city. So, as a 
measure he made the farms a few miles away from the city while all the other services were 
kept within city limits.”

 “Wow, this king sounds pretty great. Who is he?” asked Arya.

“His real name is Lord Leomord but everybody calls him the King of Justice” Jerrod 
answered, “You see… the kingdom of Alderhorn is ruled by seven kings. They represent 
the nations that stood strong against the forces of Valdenere and his army. They divided 
Alderhorn into seven sections.

The humans however wanted all the land. So, the truce was broken driving the 
seven kingdoms to war which still continues as we speak. Lord Leomord was the chosen 
king of the human alliance but he tends to keep a low profile. The seven kings are all known 
to have an unprecedented amount of magic. They made a truce which says that their cities 
would not be affected by the war. However, ever since King Heron came to charge things 
changed for the worse.”

They were covering ground fast and the gate to Rudenhide was visible. The tall 
walls of the fortress city were intimidating as ever. The border defences were still strong. 
Soldiers lined the walls, bows strung across their back and swords strapped to their hips. 
Their armour was gleaming in the bright sun.

“So… do you know the names of all these kings.” Arya suddenly asked.

Jerrod stared at her. He wasn’t sure himself but he could try. He knew the different 
nations so it would be easy to figure their kings.

“I could try.” Jerrod said and sighed. Then he began reciting the names, “Well, first 
up we have Lord Leomord himself, of the human Alliance. Then we have Lord Eldrone from 
the elven kingdom. Then we have the kingdom of the Druids, their king Lord Haventide 
who is said to have been in rule for about a hundred years now. The orcs are known to be 
the largest and most fierce among all the nations, ruled by their chief Jur-en. But that’s all I 
know.”

“That’s fine.” Arya replied. She was awfully quiet, listening with great intent.

Jerrod didn’t have time to wonder why. They had reached the entrance to the 
main city. The guards were staring at them for some time now which made Jerrod a bit 
uncomfortable. This never happened before and it was odd. The guards were actually more 
strict than usual. They asked Jerrod and Arya their names and business in the city.

“That was odd.” Jerrod said after they were far enough from the guard’s line of 
hearing. “They are usually not this strict, especially to those from the country.”

Arya was quite throughout the way. She was totally different than the girl that came 
to his house. She was wary of her surroundings. The city was silent with not many people 
walking around. Jerrod knew why she was so uncomfortable. Today the city looked more of 
a city full of criminals.

“Don’t worry.” Jerrod said “The city isn’t that bad. Come on, we can have food at 
Harold’s place.”

Jerrod however still doubted himself. The streets had a few different faces about. Not 
the usual locals walking around. The city was the same, still it felt distant, like a graveyard, 
cold and scary yet awfully familiar. The sun was bright but among the shadows, many odd 
figures stood with malicious eyes.

“Stay close to me,” Jerrod said to Arya.

The city did not feel natural right now. It was as though the people were in an 
aggressive mood today. This was not normal.

“Be careful of what you say or do. Today is not a good day to get into trouble.” Jerrod 
told Arya as she inched closer to him.

Jerrod kept his head held high. Any sign of weakness would attract unwanted 
attention. Harrold’s house was only a few turns away. He hoped not to get into any trouble 
but that didn’t seem likely.

Two men began walking towards them from the road ahead. Two more had been 
following them since they entered the city. This was not good.

Jerrod could take them on but there was one problem. He was worried about Arya. 
These guys were not going to fight fair. Arya was going to get in his way and possibly get 
herself hurt in the process.

Suddenly Arya ran into an alley leaving Jerrod alone. The two men following them 
ran after her. Jerrod tried to chase them but was cut off by the two burly men that approached 
him from the front.

“Where are your parents, boy?” one of the burly men asked. He had blonde hair and 
a ruffled up blonde beard. The other man was bigger than Jerrod who had sharp features and 
a bald head.

They were scary. He couldn’t fight them out in the open. It was too risky. And then 
there was Arya who had run off in a city she barely knows about.

“How about we play, shall we?” the bald man said.

There was only one thing Jerrod could do. He swung at the bald man and made a 
run for it.

Jerrod gripped his hand which was bruised by the punch he delivered to the bald 
man. All he remembered was a loud crunch and then he sprinted away.

I have to find Arya. Jerrod thought. She could be in some big trouble.

He ran and ran till he reached the town square. From there he had to figure out 
where Arya would go. A scream helped him with that.

It sounded like a woman. Jerrod ran after the voice trying to figure out where it 
came from. A dark alley in the corner beside one of the buildings.

Jerrod quickly entered the alley hoping to find the voice but tripped on a cloak. It 
was the one Arya was wearing. Jerrod’s heart began beating faster and faster. The walls were 
lined with thin lines of blood.

This was bad.

Arya must be hurt. I need to find her.

Jerrod ran into the darkness and found himself facing a wall. And there was Arya. 
But there was something wrong. She was not looking right.

Jerrod turned slack.

His eyes fell to the surroundings and his heart almost stopped.

Is that blood on the walls!      

to be continued...



16

CrEaTiVe  N.p.
Without you!

- Paramveer Singh

It’s all the same 

The same words

The same lies

The same empty promises

Was I wrong to think it wouldn’t be

That this time was different,

This time the world meant something 

The lies no longer existed

Such a dumb being

To believe such things

These tears are the same 

These thoughts 

Running circles in my brain

Nothing has changed, except for one thing 

The way I will smile,

To show you I’m not broken

You don’t deserve 

My tears this time

Goodbye for now,

I’ll see you around

And show you I’m happy

Without you around.

TATHAGATA ROY
Class 10 B

ISANT GURUNG 
Class 6B
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SAMTEN TOPGAY SHERPA
Class 6B

SALEH ABDULLAH
Class 3B

YUNCHOK LIMBU 
Class 3A

ABHEEK AGARWAL 
Class 6D
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 Once there was a man named Leo and while he was going to meet 

his relatives, he lost his way. It was a stormy night and he was trying hard 

to find his way. Then suddenly, he saw a small cottage. “I should spend the 

night here”, he said. As he entered the cottage, he saw a large figure standing 

in front of him.  It was a demon with bloody eyes, razor-sharp teeth and a 

terrible face. Leo was frightened, he turned back quickly and ran as fast as he 

could. 

 The demon chased him but he could not catch him.

 After running for fifteen minutes he was able to find his home in 

the distance. He opened the door quickly, went inside and locked it. He was 

terrified! He had just finished drinking a glass of water when suddenly, the 

demon started to slam the door. It looked as if he was about to break the 

door. He slammed for about ten minutes but to his surprise, after ten minutes 

everything was quiet outside and the demon had vanished.

             The next day he told this incident to his friends but no one believed 

him.  But one of his friends whose name was Tom, was very curious. So that 

night he went into the woods in search of the cottage, and after many hours he 

found it.  He stood in front of the door and was nervous.  When he opened the 

door the same thing happened, and the demon started chasing him. He tried 

to escape but unfortunately, he got caught and the demon killed him.

 Tom’s friends were worried since he had been missing for two days. 

So, they called the police and reported about their missing friend. The police 

started searching for the boy, and after two days the police informed them 

that they had found the dead body of their friend. Leo and his friends were 

terrified to hear this. 

 Every night, the cottage came teleporting closer and closer to the 

village, and it became easier for the demon to capture anything moving 

outside in the night, and it also took some of Leo’s friends. The population of 

the village decreased every night. Every day the demon used to kill someone 

or lock them in cages. 

 But one day Leo found an old book in the basement of his uncle’s 

house. He started reading the book which said: “The demon wants to have its 

revenge”. “Many years ago, there was a man, he was very greedy and cruel.  

One day he met a sage who was passing through his village.  The man, being 

greedy, asked the sage for money. When the sage did not give him money, he 

forced him and reached for his bag.  The sage was very angry.  He had magical 

powers and cast a spell and cursed him to be a demon. The sage banished the 

demon into the “destruction realm”, where everything is full of violence and 

pain, but the demon learnt to control it.  Legends say that the sage is out there 

somewhere but nobody can see him, and the demon wants to take revenge. 

Now on this day, the demon has come to planet earth. The demon can only 

be killed by a knife which has to be stabbed all the way through its heart and 

“Remember!”, the demon can do anything dangerous”.

 So, after reading the book, Leo decided to kill the demon. He took 

out his gun and knives and he went in search of the demon in the cottage. 

He finally found it, but to his surprise the cottage was different, it was much 

bigger. Suddenly, the door of the cottage opened and there was a terrifying 

creature in front of him. It was made up of the body parts of the demon’s 

victims. 

 The creature attacked Leo and this time; Leo had to fight it. He had a 

tough battle but he finally destroyed it, then the actual demon came out. Leo 

said “It’s over for you, demon! I am going to finish you once and for all”. Then 

they started fighting. 

 After a tough battle, Leo finally took out his knife and stabbed the 

demon to its heart. The cottage burned into ashes and the demon was never 

to be seen again.

- Aradhya Hang Subba
   Class 3B

The Creepy Cottage

HANGSEWA RAI 
Class 6B

Congratulations!
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League action restarted with Aston Villa 

and Sheffield United on the 17th of June 

which ended in a draw followed by Manchester 

City hosting Arsenal later that same day with 

astonishing results as master defeated Pupil 

(Pep Guardiola; master and Mikel Arteta; 

pupil) 3 to nil. Tottenham and Manchester 

United summed up to a draw with 1 goal each 

as winter signing Bruno Fernandes claimed 

the match ball. The Current league leaders 

Liverpool are with 82 points and just two wins 

in nine games away from lifting the title after 

a 30-year wait regardless of what rivals do. 

Premier League

The League finally resumed on 16th  May 2020 with the Revierderby where Borussia 

Dortmund hosted Schalke 04.  The match ended 4-0 in the favour of Dortmund with 

2 goals from Raphael Guerreiro and 1 each from Erling Halaand and Thorgan Hazard. 

League leaders, Bayern Munich returned to action on 17th ay 2020 with an away game 

against Union Berlin where Bayern won the game 2-0 with goals from Robert Lewandowski 

and Benjamin Pavard, leading their rivals, Borussia Dortmund by 4 points Bayern were 

strong favourites to win their 8th successive crown in the Bundesliga but Dortmund 

was also in the title race along with other 

strong teams like RB Leipzig, Borussia 

Monchengladbach and Bayer Leverkusen. 

The Bundesliga is scheduled to end on the 

27th June 2020 but the important positions 

were already established with Bayern 

Munich winning the league with a victory 

against Werder Bremen making Borussia 

Dortmund no longer able to catch up to 

Bundesliga

La Liga resumed on the 11th June 2020 with 

Sevilla winning Real Betis 2-0. Barcelona 

came back to the La Liga in style by defeating 

Mallorca 4-0. Real Madrid made their return 

by beating Eibar 3-1 hence joining the title race 

with Barcelona who leads Real Madrid by 3 points with 30 matches played so far in the season. 

Real Madrid have a game in hand against Real Sociedad on the 21st June 2020 with a chance 

to be tied with current leaders Barcelona if they win the match. Sevilla is currently 3 rd with 

62 points and Atletico Madrid trailing 4th with 49 points, leaving both of them out of the title 

race. Mallorca, Espanyol and Legenas are currently in the relegation zone with a chance to 

fight for a place in the next season in the La Liga. Lionel Messi is currently the top-scorer in 

the league with 21 goals and he also has the most assists in the league with 14 assists. Karim 

Benzema is 2nd in the top-scorers list as he trails Lionel Messi by 5 goals. The League is set to 

end the season on the 19th of July,2020 but this will be a crucial moment for so many teams 

who are fighting to avoid relegation and for Barcelona and Real Madrid as they keep close ties 

with each other.

La Liga

After the coronavirus pandemic, the international and league matches have 

been postponed to further notice along with some alterations in the rules and 

regulation of the sport. The most commonly used technique of saliva on the ball has 

been recently banned by the ICC. The world’s richest tournament, the Indian Premier 

League, has been postponed, the IPL which was originally scheduled to start on March 

29th, was delayed until April 15th and has now been postponed indefinitely after the 

Indian government extended the country’s lockdown. Even the 2021 Women’s Cricket 

World Cup could be postponed as the International Cricket Council (ICC) prepares 

revised calendars in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Even though the pandemic 

continues the ICC board by the means of social distancing, no handshakes and the use 

of saliva in the ball, is trying to bring back this wonderful game of sport.

Cricket

H E R A L DS P O R T I F

Manchester City claims second place with 60 points followed by Leicester City and Chelsea 

with 52 and 48 points respectively. The relegation zone is completed with Bournemouth, 

Aston Villa and Norwich City all it with a chance to avoid relegation.

Liverpool squad training as league restarts Man City players get ready as season restart 
gives them two matches to catch up.

them. This marked their eighth successive league title. Paderborn was declared relegated 

to Bundesliga 2. Robert Lewandowski is so far the top scorer of the League with 31 goals 

tailed by Timo Werner in 2nd with 26 goals and Thomas Muller has provided the most 

assists this season having 20 to his name.

Messi takes a freekick against Sevilla in  goalless draw

Zinedine Zidane not affted by Barcra blip

Melbourne Cricket Ground
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Quiz

A C T I V I T I E S¤       ¤
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Crossword- North Point

Down: 
1. first and the last thing you see 
when you enter and leave school.
2. fresh air during break time
3. the place where everyone plays
4. a place where actors of old per-
formed
5. the first thing you love about 
North Point

Across:
6. movie room
7. evolved over three years
8. office where you sign your diary
9. medicine for misbehaviour
10. where you get your gate pass

SUDOKU

Word Jumble

VLERMA

NMNAORI

ROGOT

APISERDNM

The world was going through a chaos and there 
came the __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ to save the 
world.

Answers to Issue 10 questions: -

1. St. Alphonsus’ School
2. Church of Immaculate Conception
3. Lebong (Lepcha word ‘Alibong’)

4. Eden Sanitarium
5. Nepali Sahitya Sammelan

6. Anderson Bridge
7. Cinchona

8. Old Military Road
9. Teesta

10. Indian Bison
11. Kurseong

12. 2 feet (610 mm)
13. Darjeeling Family Hotel

14. St. Mary’s Seminary
15. Queens Hill School

16. The Governor’s House
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Discovering Music

Blinding Lights
The Weeknd

Intentions
Justin Bieber Ft. Quavo

Toosie Slide
Drake

Level of Concern
Twenty One Pilots

Discovering Books

Lincoln in the Bardo 
by George Saunders

Genre: Novel, Historical Fiction, Magical Realism, Biographical Fiction, 
Experimental literature

The novel takes place during and after the death of Abraham Lincoln’s son 
William “Willie” Wallace Lincoln and deals with the president’s grief at his loss. 
The bulk of the novel, which takes place over the course of a single evening, is set 
in the bardo—an intermediate space between life and rebirth.

Lincoln in the Bardo received critical acclaim, and won the 2017 Man Booker 
Prize. Many publications later ranked it one of the best novels of its decade.

Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life, Death, and Hope in a 
Mumbai Undercity 
by Katherine Boo

GGeennrree: Biography, Creative non iction

The book describes a present-day slum of Mumbai, India, named Annawadi, 
and located near the Chhatrapati Shivaji International Airport. It follows the 
interconnected lives of several residents, including a young trash picker, a female 
“slumlord,” and a college student. The author is an American woman who often 
visited Mumbai with her husband, who was from the area and had a job in the city.
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“ Others have seen what is and asked “ Others have seen what is and asked 
why. I have seen what could be and why. I have seen what could be and 

asked why not.asked why not. ” ”

P A B L O  P I C A S S O


